WE NEED TO GET SERIOUS ABOUT OBEYING GOD!
Gary McDade

The scriptures demand it.

The nature of opportunity demands it.
The quality of life demands it.

The influence on others demands it.
The eternal consequences demand it.

The Scriptures Demand It

“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up”
(Il Pet. 3:9-10). “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in
the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31). Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9).

The Nature of Opportunity Demands It

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day
Is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light” (Rom. 13:11-12).

“(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation
have | succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation)” (Il Cor. 6:2). “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to
morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell,
and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.



For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But
now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. Therefore to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (Jas. 4:13-17).

The Quality of Life Demands It

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in
time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:1-7). “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14).
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).

The Influence on Others Demands It

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it
be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven” (Matt. 5:13-16).

“Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but



understanding what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:14-17). “But if thine eye be
evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23). “To open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me” (Acts 26:18).

The Eternal Consequences Demand It

“For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is
happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire” (II Pet.
2:20-22). “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 25:30).



